them. When Jennifer first shows Louis's drawings, Ridgeon
remarks, " Yes, there is the real thing." About Jennifer's portrait
by Louis, devouring it with his eyes, he remarks that he will be
satisfied to take it as the fees for curing the latter's disease. But
later he changes his mind about Louis. While instinctively hating
Louis and leaving him to die under B.B's treatment, he satisfies
his troubled conscience by attributing altruistic motives to himself
for the act. Ridgeon as lover, may be contrasted with March-
banks and Caesar as lovers, in whose love there is no self-love
and therefore no jealousy.
Modelled after a D.Sc., who seduced Karl Marx's daughter and
was the cause of her suicide, Louis Dubedat is a mixed character
composed of positive and negative traits. He is a pretty, slim
young man of twenty-three. He is " very observant and quick
of understanding.*'' " He moves among men as most men move
among things." He has the artist's power of appealing to the
imagination, we must think, especially, to that of young women.
All the doctors praise his drawings. His wife thinks that he is a
kinga mong men, though to every one else he is a swindler and a
bigamist and a blackmailer. Having deserted Minny Tinwell,
the hotel-maid, after marriage, he callously says about her that
she will get a paragraph in his biography and that her sketches
will be fought for by the collectors. In his own way, he is an
egoist like Ridgeon; his art makes him regardless of the suffering
of others. But by insisting on Jennifer's marrying a second time,
he shows himself capable of being happy in the happiness of others,
a positive trait. As his dying speech reveals, he is a man who
has known the ecstasy of art and the cult of beauty; he had believed
in the great masters, and " the might of design " and " the mystery
of colour/1 In spite of his immorality, the play tells jjs that
Louis does far less mischief than Ridgeon. Surely, he has a richer
personality than his rival in love, Ridgeon, or his rival for medical
treatment, Blenkinsop.
Jennifer is, beyond all demur, an arresting, good looking, young
woman having " something of the grace and romance of a wild
creature."1 She is a Negative Character, because she is a credulous
1.   The Doctor's Dilemma page 516. Lab.
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